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Report of the committee constituted in I. ,~.(C) 'PIL::No. 7.118 of .021 to 
the Hon'ble High Court of Odisha as lper-arde.r.dated ~1).:Q~:2021. 

================================================================== 
The committee consisting of (i) Dr. Kartik Shanker, Professor, Centre for 

Ecological Sciences, Indian Institute of Science, Banglore, (ii) Shri Susanta Nanda, IFS 
Director, Environment holding additional charge of CEO, Chilika Development Authority, 
Bhubaneswar and (iii) Mr. Mohit Agarwal, leamed Amicus Curiae undertook visit to the 
two major nesting sites of Olive Ridley -i.e. Gahirmatha Marine (Wildlife) Sanctuary and 
Rushikulya Estuary. The nesting site at Nasi II (Abdul Kalam Island) of Gahirmatha 
Marine Sanctuary, the Gokharkuda and Purunabandha beach (the nesting site of 
Rushikulya Estuary) and the adjoining sea was also visited. The committee interacted 
with the Wildlife Wing of Govemment of Odisha and Fisheries & Animal Resources 
Development Department (F&ARD Dept. for short), Government of Odisha, the local 
fisherman at both the sites, the Trawler Owner's Association at Dangamal and others. 
The brief findings of the committee are as below. 

Background regarding Nesting beaches:Olive ridley turtles nest in tropical beaches 
across the globe. However, mass nesting occurs only at a few sites on the Pacific coast 
of central America (Costa Rica, Mexico, Nicaragua and Panama), Odisha on the east 
coast of India (Gahirmatha, Rushikulya and Devi) and Andaman Islands. The population 
in the Bay of Bengal and nearby regions are believed to be the evolutionary source for 
olive ridleys across all ocean basins. 

Given the stable or increasing trends at many nesting beaches, the species 
status was changed from 'Endangered' to Vulnerable' in the IUCN Red List in 2008. 
However, it was acknowledged that many populations continue to face threats from 
fishery related mortality and coastal development. 

In Odisha, the mass nesting beach at Gahirmatha was discovered in 1974, at 
Devi Mouth in 1982, and at Rushikulya in 1994. While earlier studies suggested that the 
populations may be on the verge of a decline, recent monitoring efforts suggest that the 
populations may be stable (at Gahirmatha) or increasing (at Rushikulya). Based on the 
monitoring by the Forest Department and other agencies, it may be conservatively 
estimated that about 100,000 to 400,000 ridleys nest at these sites during arribadas 
each year. No mass nesting has been observed at Devi Mouth since 1997. It may be 
noted that olive ridley arribadas may be dynamic in nature i.e. they may change their 
location over time. 

(i) The mortality of olive ridley turtles has been documented since the 1980s. In 
the 1990s, Wildlife Institute of India (WII for short) studies recorded between 
5000 and 13000 dead turtles along the Odisha coast each year. Since the 
2000s, a few thousand dead turtles have been recorded along the coast each 
year. Since not all the turtles that are killed are washed ashore, and some may 






















